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“PRAY FOR US 
TO HAVE WISDOM”

Dr. David Fincher (‘93)
president@cccb.edu

The two men sat with me, sharing a legendary 
name within Christian circles for giving millions 
of dollars to ministries and Bible colleges like 
Central. My purpose that afternoon was to thank 
them for their recent donation to fund one of our 
campus projects.

After expressing my appreciation for their gift, I 
asked how I could pray for them. The older man 
replied, “You can pray for us to have wisdom.”  He 
described needing wisdom to know the investments 
to buy and sell to earn profit to give away. He wanted 
wisdom to see not just their own gains and losses, 
but also the financial impact on the other person who 
bought or sold the investment.   And finally, he asked 
for wisdom to know which projects and organizations 
to choose, out of the overwhelming number of requests 
they receive.

As I prayed with them that day, James 1:5-11  
came to mind.
“Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 
gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will 
be given to him. But let him ask in faith without doubting. 
For the doubter . . . should not expect to receive anything 
from the Lord. An indecisive man is unstable in all his 
ways. The brother of humble circumstances should boast 
in his exaltation, but the one who is rich should boast in his 
humiliation because he will pass away like a flower of the 
field. . . .  In the same way, the rich man will wither away while 
pursuing his activities.”  (HCSB)

James describes two challenges we all recognize: future 
uncertainty and financial challenges. Just as those 
philanthropists faced an uncertain market that could lead to 
financial challenges, we all struggle to understand a future we 
haven’t yet experienced while seeing beyond our own financial 
situation, whether of humble means or rich. 

When you approach your challenges, you can pray with these 
three things in mind.

•  Ask for abundant wisdom. God provides generous wisdom, 
both through the truth of His word and the advice of His people.
•  Act in confident faith. Instead of being ruled by doubt or 
indecision, expect God to bring stability as you follow His will.

•  Advance a spiritual perspective. Whether facing abundance or 
scarcity, your spiritual situation is far more important than whatever 
you might possess, lose, or gain.
Confidence in an uncertain future comes from knowing the God 
who is already there, blessing those who humbly acknowledge His 
presence as more valuable than anything else we could ever want.

2

BOARD MEMBERS 
PURSUE EXCELLENCE

COVER:   After 
almost 50 years, 
our brick and stone 
sign became the 
foundation and 
internal structure of a 
new sign that greets 
cars and pedestrians 
as they pass by the 
campus. 
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BOARD MEMBERS 
PURSUE EXCELLENCE

The Board of Directors has added several new members in the past few years. 
There are now 14 members, representing various occupations and locations 
in their service to the College. Their oversight, generosity, and prayers are an 
important part of the College’s ministry. Eight new members have joined the 
group since 2015, each bringing different areas of competency and a high 
level of commitment to Central Christian College of the Bible.

Four newer members committed to attending a series of “Excellence in 
Board Governance” seminars sponsored by the Association of Biblical 
Higher Education (ABHE). The first event was held October 3-4 at the home 
offices of ABHE in Orlando, Florida. It included workshops offered by several 
veteran leaders in Christian higher education. CCCB is one of 10 colleges 
and universities benefiting this year from a generous grant by the Murdock 
Charitable Trust, making this valuable experience available at a very low cost to 
the institutions involved.

These Board members have also been named the Board Planning Team, 
working together to identify strategic action steps to advance the quality of 
our Board, all its members, and the institution as a whole. The Board members 
were joined for the training by President David Fincher and are being 
coached throughout the year by Dr. John Derry, President Emeritus of Hope 
International University. Dr. Derry’s insight and investment into these members 
will increase the understanding of Board governance and leadership at Central 
Christian College of the Bible.

Pictured from left to right: 
Chris Reynolds (‘94) joined the 
Board in 2016 and is the Preaching 
Minister at Ninth Street Christian 
Church in Eldon, Missouri. Dr. Sid 
Tiller joined the Board in 2019 and is 
the Preaching Minister at Northside 
Christian Church in Warrensburg, 
Missouri. President David Fincher 
(‘93) started his 7th year as President. 
Dr. David Huskey (‘90) joined the 
Board in 2017 and is a Chaplain at 
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center 
in Omaha, Nebraska;  Dr. Arthur Rawlings joined the Board in 2017 and now serves as 
the chairperson. He is a surgeon at the University of Missouri Medical Center and serves 
as an elder at Forum Christian Church in Columbia, Missouri.
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To implement one of our Institutional Plan 
initiatives for 2018-2023, Central began a 
service known as Saints Graduate Placement 
Service (GPS for short).  
Saints GPS is a new program to help alumni 
and students locate and acquire career 
placements in ministry, the mission field, 
and the marketplace. However, Saints GPS 
does much more than serve as a ministry 
headhunter. We come alongside students while 
they are still in school to help them plan for their 
future by providing relevant service learning 
opportunities, applicable internships, and career-
search coaching. Furthermore, Saints GPS provides 
assistance in helpful life skills such as resume or 
portfolio building and mock interviews. 
Mission Statement: Saints GPS equips and 
empowers graduates to serve Jesus in the 
church, marketplace, and mission field.
1. Helping Churches

• Minister search assistance
• Reviewing and advertising job postings 
• Maintaining an active database of CCCB alumni and 

students who are seeking new ministries
2. Helping Students

• Ministry career guidance and coaching
• Help students form a plan to achieve their career goals

3. Helping CCCB Graduates
• Communicating job searches
• Resume/portfolio reviews
• Personal relationship with graduates

“Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”
(Colossians 3:23)
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HELPING GRADUATES
SERVE JESUS IN A CAREER

BY BRANDON BRADLEY
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CONTACT OUR TEAM
gpsoffice@cccb.edu | 660-263-3900 Ext. 161
Visit our office in the Walton Student Center 

OUR TEAM
Brandon Bradley (left) is the Associate Dean of Professional Studies.  

He works with the ministry program directors, oversees our Internship 
and Service Learning programs, and assists students and alumni  

in networking opportunities. 
Grant Roth (center) and Maggie Frederick (right) are the primary points 
of contact for the GPS office. They have created multiple databases and 
give career coaching. They both create personal relationships with each 

student and alumni that come to the office by getting to know each 
person’s goals, skills, and personality type.

OUR CLIENTS
If you are a church or organization seeking a qualified Christian worker, 

contact us to assist in your ministry search.  
If you are a CCCB graduate, contact us for a confidential conversation 

about opportunities that are available as you consider your  
next ministry position.
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One of our institutional priorities has been to grow enrollment through 
programs that fit with our mission.  One way to do that is to add men’s 
and women’s soccer to our athletic program.

Joshua Miller began his tenure in early July as head men’s and women’s 
soccer coach. Miller has over a decade of experience as a coach at 
the collegiate level, most recently in stints as an assistant coach at 
Malone University, an NCAA Division II program in Canton, Ohio, and 
as the Director of Soccer and Head Women’s Soccer Coach at Bluefield 
College, an NAIA program in Bluefield, Virginia. 
 
He holds a United Soccer Coaches (USC) National Diploma, 
a USSF “D” License, a USC Goalkeeping Level 3 Diploma,  
and seven special topic diplomas through USC. Additionally, he has 
coached eight all-Americans and 24 scholar athletes.
 
Miller graduated from Cincinnati Christian University in 2007 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Youth Ministry. Upon graduation, Miller was the 
head men’s soccer coach in the 2007 and 2008 seasons. During his time 
at Cincinnati Christian, he helped the program transition from NCCAA 
Division II to the NAIA. 
 
Miller coached soccer from 2010 to 2015 at Kentucky Christian 
University, an NCCAA Division II program in Grayson, KY, where he 
was the head women’s coach for six seasons and the assistant men’s 
coach for four seasons. While at Kentucky Christian, Miller led his 
women’s team to four regional championships, four national tournament 
appearances, and was a three-time regional coach of the year. In 
addition to coaching, Miller served as the Director of Student Activities 
at Kentucky Christian from 2011-16.

Alex Miller, Joshua’s wife, also joined the CCCB team in early July as the 
Executive Assistant to Admissions. Originally from Vanceburg, Kentucky, 
she is a graduate of Kentucky Christian University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Universal and Biblical Studies. Previously, she worked in 
Student Development at Bluefield College and is very excited to be part 
of the admissions team at Central Christian College of the Bible. 

SERVANT-LEADERS ON THE SOCCER FIELD
BY MISTY CATE



Competition for men’s and women’s soccer, as well as men’s 
and women’s cross country will begin in the Fall of 2020. 

The new programs will join men’s and women’s basketball, 
bringing the Saints back up to six intercollegiate sports. 

More information on these programs  
can be found at cccbsaints.com. 

Joshua and Alex both 
have servant-leader hearts 
and are already creating 
a soccer family culture on 
campus. 

“Alex and I are very 
thankful and excited for 
the opportunity to serve at 
Central Christian College 
of the Bible,” Joshua said. “I 
look forward to developing 
a family and servant 
leadership culture within the 
programs that will provide 
an opportunity for our 
players to learn, grow, and 
be challenged.”

To refer a player for  
the men’s or women’s 
soccer team, contact  
Joshua Miller by email at  
joshuamiller@cccb.edu or 
by phone at 660-372-2491. 

SERVANT-LEADERS ON THE SOCCER FIELD
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Central Christian College of the Bible announced in September 
2019 that it is lowering the overall annual price of tuition, fees, and 
housing by nearly 20%, including consistent tuition costs for all 
enrollment methods, a drastic reduction of the student services fee, 
and low-cost incentives for non-traditional and new-market students 
to start a college education. 

This new pricing program will include personalized scholarships 
and need-based grants through the new Torch Scholarship Program. 
This will make Central’s college experience affordable for even more 
students starting in Fall 2020. 

Three levels of Torch Scholarships will be awarded to all new online 
and main campus degree-seeking students, based upon academic 
credentials at the time of admission to the College. Additionally, a 
limited number of Full-Tuition Torch Scholarships will be available 
through a competitive process to a select number of students. The 
process begins this month and continues through March of 2020. 
Full-tuition scholarships will be announced in April 2020. 
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“After several years of analysis and listening to student feedback, 
we have designed the new Torch Scholarship Program to provide 

opportunities for students to access excellent and relevant 
academic programs and personal development experiences. This 
makes it possible for Christians to pursue biblical training for life 

and ministry at a cost they can understand and afford.”
President David Fincher

BY MISTY CATE
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To help prospective students and their 
families understand their personalized 
cost of attendance, an interactive net 

price calculator is provided on CCCB’s 
website. Central’s scholarship program 
continues to be made possible through 

the generous support of individuals, 
churches, and foundations. 

Central Christian College of the Bible

Central will also award need-based grants to qualified students 
based on financial need upon receiving the application for federal 
student aid. Current CCCB students will maintain the same out-of-
pocket cost of education moving forward by receiving a Legacy 
Tuition Scholarship during continued enrollment until a bachelor’s 
degree is completed. 

Dr. Russell James, CCCB President from 2000-2005, said, “In 2001, 
Central’s original transition to the full-tuition Scholarship Program 
was a radical change that matched the times and circumstances. The 
method fit well with our mission as a ministry-training institution. I wish 
CCCB well in its new approach to maintain affordable opportunities 
for all of its students while providing Full-Tuition Torch Scholarships 
to promising future ministry leaders.” 

“The number of students pursuing ministry is limited, and that makes 
it even more competitive to recruit students to Central, as they have 
many options from which to choose. Demonstrating institutional 
value, outcomes of graduates, low cost, and personalized financial 
aid awards makes the affordability conversation with our families 
much easier to articulate,” said Misty Cate, Interim Vice President of 
Enrollment Management. “We are working diligently through this 
program to leverage enrollment of new students and retention of 
our current students.  Providing students a valuable education at an 
affordable price allows Central to continue accomplishing its goal of 
developing more servant-leaders for the church.”

To learn more about the 
Torch Scholarship Program, 

visit cccb.edu/torch. 
Questions about the 

program can be sent to 
torch@cccb.edu. 

Today’s student market evaluates the 
affordability of their educational options  

by clear pricing information as well as 
personalized scholarship opportunities.  

The Torch Scholarship Program provides both.
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2019 HERITAGE DAY
HIGHLIGHTS

[6] - Preaching students 
in the new Christensen 

Preaching Center

[7] - The Christensen Family 
in attendance to honor Mary 

Christensen’s legacy of 
encouraging more preachers.

[8] - President Fincher with 
honorary Delta Epsilon Chi 
recipients, Joy Butler (‘79)  
and Steve Castenda (‘89)  

(not pictured, Matt Gilchrist 
(‘99) )

[9] - Relatives of Fred Green, 
who was recognized as a  

Dedicated Friend of CCCB

AN ANNUAL GATHERING 
OF PARENTS, ALUMNI, 

AND OTHER FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL TO VISIT CAMPUS, 

ENJOY FELLOWSHIP, 
AND LEARN TOGETHER.

JOIN US AGAIN FOR HERITAGE 
DAY ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2020.  

2

4

3
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1 [1] - President Fincher  
honored Bill Walton and  

his wife Shirley.

[2] - Banquet Speaker, 
Jeff Butler (‘79)

[3] - Chapel Speaker, 
Garrett Shelp (‘09)

[4] - Guests enjoy the  
Heritage Reception

[5] - We Are Saints  
leading worship 

for students and guests

5

6

8

DISCOVER UPCOMING 
EVENTS AT 
CCCB.EDU/EVENTS9

7
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In December 2019, Professor Bill Walton will retire upon 
completing his 40th year of teaching ministry students at CCCB. 
While no one can replace Mr. Walton’s presence on campus, the 
Christian counseling program he originally designed and has 
taught to many students will be passed to a new group of leaders.

Dr. Kris Small joined the CCCB faculty 
in July 2019, moving with his wife and 
children from southern Indiana.  Dr. Small 
brings a wealth of counseling experience 
in both church and clinical contexts. He 
also has significant academic preparation, 
including two M.A. degrees, an M.Div. in 
Theology, and a Ph.D. in Counseling. He 
formerly taught at Louisville Bible College 
and Liberty University.

Returning to the classroom for a second 
year is Mrs. Cheryl Botkins, a 2014 CCCB 
graduate from the Christian counseling 
program. Cheryl is the counseling 
minister at Timber Lake Christian Church 
in Moberly and is completing her master’s 
degree in clinical counseling from Central 
Methodist University. 

One institutional plan initiative was “Enhance current programs 
to meet employment expectations.” Based on collaborative 
development, a new and revitalized Christian counseling program 
has been developed, one that equips students to serve as 
counselors in a variety of ministry contexts.  

CCCB’s counseling program has always been a popular selection 
of prospective students since it began. The improvements on the 
next page will help it grow in enrollment and continue to be a 
vital part of our academic offerings.  

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING 
PROGRAM IS UPDATED

BY DR. JIM ESTEP
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New Opportunities
These changes are being implemented because of the need for 
marketability, employability, and practicality. Students need a program 
that is recognized for excellence and exposed to the various needs of 
people. It will also enable students and graduates to find meaningful 
employment in the counseling field while preparing them with the 
essential disposition and practical skills to serve effectively. It is a 
program that provides three career paths for our students: ministry 
in the church as a pastoral caregiver, graduate studies to become a 
licensed professional counselor, or community work as a case manager 
as early as their first year of college. The new Christian counseling major  
is designed to open opportunities for students during their studies as 
well as after graduation.

New Courses
Beginning in the Fall 2020 semester, counseling students at CCCB 
will have new courses in their program that better prepare them to 
minister in the 21st century church and world. Courses like Career 
Counseling, Issues in Human Sexuality, and Foundations of Community 
& Christian Counseling will equip students to address the challenges 
of the contemporary family and provide a Christian voice in an age 
of confusion. These additions are essential to keeping the counseling 
major relevant to the challenges facing churches and society.  Other 
courses in the program will be retained but receive new names, 
descriptions, and materials, such as Theology of Soul Care that 
concentrates on biblical integration into the practice of counseling and 
the life of the counselor.

New Internship Experiences
The current Christian counseling program requires students complete 
a 300-hour internship during their final semester, typically completing 
it just prior to graduation. However, it only allows the student to 
experience a single counseling context.  If the student decides not to 
be a counselor, it is too late to change programs. The new program is 
quite different. Students will take a one-credit internship course over six 
semesters, starting their sophomore year.  This provides the opportunity 
for long-term experience and exposure to multiple counseling contexts 
from a congregation, school, community organization, and other 
professional clinical settings. 



14

CCCB STUDENT #5000 
ENROLLS ONLINE 

How did you learn about Central?  
It began with a Google search for online Bible 
colleges. I came up with a few prospects, including 
some that my previous pastor recommended. Central 
was included in the list.

What made you choose the online program here?
Affordability was a factor since I am already carrying student loan debt. 
Central was one of the lowest tuition rates I found. The Loan Repayment 
Assistance Program (LRAP) was also a major plus in my decision.  

How does going back to school fit with your responsibilities at work 
and your family?
It is my hope that this degree will help set an example to my family with 
two things: 
• It is never too late to finish what you start. I’m trying to finish school at 

38 years old!
• It is in our best interest as followers of Christ to go where He calls us. 

I’ve told my wife and others that I feel much like Moses. “ME, God? 
What do you see in me that I am called to this?” 

I also hope that I will learn leadership skills in this program that will better 
equip me in my current job and future ministry.  

What are your goals for your education?
My goals for education are to increase my Bible knowledge and 
eventually start to work in some sort of ministry. I currently serve on the 
worship team at Greentree Christian Church. I am trying to be open to 
what God will use me for, because I feel that He has called me down this 
path. I hope to finish in about two years. I am looking forward to what 
God does in my future!

To find out how you can complete a degree that is practical, 
affordable, and flexible, email online@cccb.edu for more 
information.

In Fall 2019, Barry Armstrong of Rolla, Missouri, 
enrolled as an online student to become the 
5,000th student in our 63-year history.     
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Join Professor Walt Harper on a
STUDY TOUR TO THE 

BIBLICAL HEARTLAND
with Mark Ziese

December 29, 2020-January 11, 2021

For pricing and  
more information, 

go to www.jcbs.org/
find_trip.
ID#: 59427 
Tour: JC20 

Departure Date: 
12/29/20 (Z) Professor Walt Harper (‘06)
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SIGN UP AT CCCB.EDU/VISIT

COME EXPERIENCE CENTRAL!
• Participate in our Christian community
• Learn about ministry and other career programs
• Worship with students in a chapel service
• Tour our comfortable, safe campus
• Take home your own CCCB swag and souvenirs

2019 & 2020 dates: Nov 8, Feb 7, March 6, April 3, 17  
You can also schedule a day that works best for you!

INFOCUS FRIDAY 
CAMPUS VISITS

Snow Day is a crazy awesome day of  
sports tournaments, worship sessions, 

engaging speakers, and hands-on activities. 

• Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. in Pelfrey Hall.
• Event begins at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 7:30 p.m.
• Cost is $25 per person (one adult free for seven  
 student registrants).
• Sign up before January 10 to receive a free t-shirt.

CALLING ALL MIDDLE &  
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 FOR SNOW DAY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020
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MESSY COMMUNITY
Solid Answers about 
Sexuality and Faith

messygracegroup.org

LIVING BELOVED
Grow in your identity as 

children of God

Speaker 
Caleb Kaltenbach

Speaker 
Erin Hawley

SEMINAR INFO
Formerly known as Men’s Day and Women’s Day,  

these events are open to men and women 
(respectively) who like to connect with other 

believers and be challenged in their faith. Teens, 
young adults, and 

Registration is suggested. 
Please register at CCCB.edu/events

Inquiries: SherryWallis@cccb.edu

THURSDAY,
APRIL 16, 
2020

THURSDAY,
APRIL 2, 
2020
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
The following people have been 

remembered May-September 
2019 with a Memorial Gift to 

Central Christian College of the 
Bible.

Dr. Gary Bailey
Shakamak Community Church, 

James Tolson
Leland & Ruth Cantril

Merlin & Annabelle Easley
Kenneth R. Cragen

Barbara Evans
June Day

Sharon Fincher
Charles Embree

Steve & Brenda Embree, 
First Christian Church, 

Victor & Evelyn Knowles, 
Larry & Ann Morley, Juna Wilt

Ida Estridge
Church of Christ

Fred Green
Cecil & Peggy Brassfield,

 Linda Dennis, 
Wayne & Connie Eggleston, 

Dorothy Hardee, 
2019 Heritage Day Attendees,
Kenneth & Donna Huntsman, 

David & Linda Jett,
 Stan & Mary Helen Richardson, 

Ron & Phyllis Self
Troy Guffey
Joyce Guffey

Charlotte Huntley
Nancy Burger

Carmelita Kaser
Victor & Evelyn Knowles

Lana Lincoln
Pat Lincoln, Susan Lincoln, 

Sylvia Klor

If you have an IRA and are over 
70 ½ you can make a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
to the College and avoid 
additional taxes. A QCD directly 
transfers funds from your IRA to a 
qualified charity. A QCD can also 
satisfy your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) for the year, as 
long as certain rules are met.

You can give part or all of 
your RMD, annually limited to 
$100,000, to the College.  This 
fulfills your RMD requirement 
without income tax liability.

Under the current tax law, the 
standard deduction was doubled.  
This means fewer people can 
itemize and receive a deduction 
for their charitable giving. But 
by utilizing a QCD, you get a 
double advantage: ou can take 
the standard deduction and also 
exclude the RMD given to charity 
from your income, essentially 
gaining a charitable deduction.

Interested? Call Phil Marley, Planned 
Gifting Specialist, at 660-833-5911 or 

email at philmarley@cccb.edu 

USE YOUR 
IRA RMD TO 

SUPPORT 
CCCB!
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Your honorary or memorial gift will 
be indicated to the honoree (or 
family) and publicized annually.  If 
indicated, your gift may be kept 
anonymous.  

Honorary or memorial gifts may be 
given online at cccb.edu/give-now 
or mailed to CCCB.

Please make checks payable to 
Central Christian College of the 
Bible or CCCB.  Mail the check and 
this response piece together in the 
enclosed envelope.

M Y  M E M O R I A L 
O R 

H O N O R A R Y  G I F T

Name

Mailing 
Address

City, State, 
Zip

Phone

E-mail 
Address

This gift is in Memory of

This gift is in Honor of

Please send an acknowledgment to 

Name

Mailing 
Address

City, State, 
Zip

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Glen Mitchell

Orville & Elizabeth Brill, 
2019 Heritage Day Attendees

Michael L. Moyers
Barbara Evans

Helen Lincoln Osborne
Margie Watson

Sharon Palmatory
Frank & Teresa Grimshaw

Norma Payne
Larry & Judy Clear, 
Dell & Mary Lusby
Robert N. Perry

Michael Perry
Michael, Marilyn & 
Unborn Baby Quinn

Lois Ivagene Quinn
Wanza Smith

Jim & Patsy Randall
Jack & Evonne Stevens

Sharon Fincher
Stephanie Sumption

2019 Heritage Day Attendees
Mary Ellen Todd

Curtis Farr
Frank Watson
Margie Watson

The following people have been 
honored with an Honorary Gift 

to support Central Christian 
College of the Bible.

Class of 2019
Heather Fritz, Shavonne Davis

Cairo Davis
Shavonne Davis 

Justin & Julia Schwartz
Dale & Carolyn Schwartz
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